Diocese of Southwest Florida
2026 Episcopal Charities Grant Program
“Beloved children, our love can't be an abstract theory we only talk about, but a way of life demonstrated through our loving deeds.” 1 John 3:18 
The Episcopal Charities Fund (ECF) Grant Program enables congregations to serve their communities by funding unmet human needs in vulnerable areas. The program seeks sustainable solutions to help people move from surviving to thriving. When applying for an ECF grant, consider: “Which project will most directly provide the essential services our community needs?”
 What kinds of programs have received funding in the past? 
 Projects that address the following community needs: 
· Food insecurity 
· Eldercare and respite 
 
· After school programs 
· Adult education and literacy 
· Healthcare screenings 
· Needs of the unhoused and transitional housing 
 What kinds of programs do not qualify for funding?
· Projects that directly address church needs outside those of the community such as: 
· Capital improvement projects for church and surrounding structures (church repairs, refurbishments) 
· Church debt reductions 
 
· Deferred church maintenance 
· Regular church operational budget costs outside the grant funded program

· Employee payroll and expenses 
Eligibility for ECF Grant Applications
Grants are available to congregations, deaneries, and Episcopal schools in the Diocese of Southwest Florida, individually or in partnership with others, if these conditions are met:
· The parish has submitted its Annual Parochial Report, Audit, and Apportionment on time.
· The ministry addresses an unmet community need, prioritizing services for vulnerable groups.
· The program is non-profit.
· The initiative shows sustainability beyond the one-year grant, unless it fulfills its purpose within that year.
· The congregation is actively involved through funding, oversight, volunteering, or other support.
Grant Funding Sources
Grants are funded through interest income from the endowment, a portion of the annual Bishop’s Appeal, and designated donations to the Episcopal Charities Fund.
What is the duration of the grant and when are they awarded?
Each grant lasts one year and is awarded once, but renewals or multi-phase grants may be considered individually.
This year’s grant submission deadline is July 31, 2026. Awards will be made after Diocesan Council approval. Grants not disbursed within 12 months of the award date become void; applicants may reapply.
What is the process of submitting for a grant?
Steps:
· The Diocese announces the call for proposals.
· Submit applications by July 31, 2026.
· The Council on Deacons reviews submissions and recommends funding to the Diocesan Council.
· The Diocesan Council approves or declines recommendations.
· The Diocese notifies awarded parishes and explains reporting requirements.
· Funded parishes submit a report at the end of the term detailing fund usage.
Grant Application
The application will include the following information:
· Project name
· Sponsoring congregation/organization and partners
· Contact info for key personnel (Rector or Priest in Charge, Senior Warden, Program/Ministry Leader) with titles, emails, and phone numbers
· Amount of funding requested
· Project status (new or existing)
· Project summary guided questions

· Signatures and dates from clergy and lay leaders
Contact Information
For inquiries, please reach out to Michelle Mercurio at 941-556-0315 x977 or email mmercurio@episcopalswfl.org.
Send applications by email to mmercurio@episcopalswfl.org, or mail/deliver them to:
Episcopal Charities Fund Grant Program c/o Michelle Mercurio
The Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida
8005 25th Street East, Parrish, FL 34219-9405
Application

Project name:

Sponsoring congregation/organization and partners:

Contact info for key personnel (Rector or Priest in Charge, Senior Warden, Program/Ministry Leader) with titles, emails, and phone numbers:

Amount of funding requested: $

Project status (new or existing):

Please answer the following:
1. What are the biggest needs in your community (not just in your congregation, but the community surrounding your congregation)?  

2. How do you see your church helping with these needs/what are your project goals?

3. What do you consider your congregation’s biggest assets for outreach?

Examples might include:  building space for outreach events, volunteers that are easily mobilized, congregants with special skills or experience, well-established ministries, relationships with community or organizations

4. How did the idea for this grant project come about?

5. Describe the project details, how it will meet one of the above-mentioned needs in your community, and how it will utilize the assets within your congregation?

Signatures from clergy and lay leaders:

Signature:_________________________________________        Date: _______________

Signature:_________________________________________        Date: _______________
Signature:_________________________________________        Date: _______________
